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A powerful feminist reworking of the Hans Christian Andersen classic and a story about A powerful feminist reworking of the Hans Christian Andersen classic and a story about 
fighting back against poverty, trusting in your own voice, and the power of uniting to achieve fighting back against poverty, trusting in your own voice, and the power of uniting to achieve 
great things, from bestselling and award-winning creators Emma Carroll and Lauren Child.great things, from bestselling and award-winning creators Emma Carroll and Lauren Child.

Bridie works hard to feed her family, selling matches on the streets of Victorian London. After an incident 

leaves her with only three matches left, the magical strike of each one sees her tumble into visions of a 

brighter future. Realising she has the power to change her own fortune, Bridie leads the match factory 

workers out on strike, achieving the remarkable through their unity and courage.

A defiant and empowering retelling of the classic you thought you knew, based on a A defiant and empowering retelling of the classic you thought you knew, based on a 

real Match Factory Strike in 1888 at the Bryant and May Match Factory in Bow, real Match Factory Strike in 1888 at the Bryant and May Match Factory in Bow, 

East London, this stunning collaboration brought to life in glorious spot colour East London, this stunning collaboration brought to life in glorious spot colour 

introduces a bold new heroine for future generations to treasure.introduces a bold new heroine for future generations to treasure.

BY EMMA CARROLL, 
ILLUMINATED BY 
LAUREN CHILD
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Front cover, and 
blurb (found on the 
inside front cover 
of the book)

• 
B

ased on the cover, w
hat do you think 

the book w
ill be about?

• 
W

hat kind of story and w
hat genre do 

you think it w
ill be?

• 
W

ho do you think the m
ain characters 

w
ill be? 

• 
W

here and w
hen do you think it w

ill be 
set?

• 
W

hat do you think the title m
eans? 

D
oes it give you any ideas as to w

hat 
the book w

ill be about?

• 
N

ow
, read the blurb. D

oes it confirm
 

your thoughts, or has it changed your 
m

ind? W
hy?

• 
Look at the illustration and typography 
on the back of the book. W

hy do you 
think the author and illustrator have 
decided to include this?

C
om

plete an O
W

I grid:

O
bserve – W

hat can you see? 
R

em
em

ber to look at all elem
ents 

of the cover. 

W
onder – W

hat questions do you 
have? C

hildren could start their 
sentences w

ith ‘I w
onder if …

’ 

Infer – Start your sentences w
ith ‘I 

think …
 because …

’ C
an children 

explain w
hy they think w

hat they 
do?

A
R

T • A
fter reading the 

book, decide w
hat elem

ents 
you’d like to highlight and 
design your ow

n alternative 
cover.
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C
hapter O

ne: The 
B

orrow
ed Slippers 

(pages 1-16) 

• 
H

ow
 does Em

m
a C

arroll set the scene 
in C

hapter 1? Pick out key w
ords and 

phrases that show
 this.

• 
W

hy does the m
ain character in this 

story feel as if the original story doesn’t 
represent the real story of the little 
m

atch girl? List at least three reasons 
explaining w

hy.

• 
W

hat is the significance of B
ridie telling 

us about her grandm
other? W

hat fea-
tures has she inherited from

 her?

• 
W

hat do you learn about B
ridie and her 

relationships w
ith her fam

ily in C
hapter 

O
ne? W

here does she live w
ith them

?

• 
W

ho is the current queen?

• 
W

hat job does B
ridie do out on the 

streets? W
hy is this m

arginally better 
than those of her m

other and brother?

• 
W

ho is Fergal? W
hat sort of character is 

he? W
ho is his pet m

ouse nam
ed after?

W
rite a character profile for B

ridie 
including all that you know

 and 
can infer about her so far. W

hat are 
her personality traits, her strengths 
and her w

eaknesses?  Include key 
quotes and descriptions from

 the 
text. A

dd m
ore detail to it as you 

read on. 

R
ew

rite the chapter from
 the 

view
 of Fergal. W

hat w
ould he be 

thinking and feeling?

H
ISTO

R
Y

/M
A

TH
S • Learn 

m
ore about life in the 

V
ictorian era, including how

 
there w

ere big differences 
betw

een rich and poor. U
sing 

a V
enn diagram

, com
pare 

the lives of the rich and 
poor. C

onsider their hom
es, 

clothing, food, w
ork, schools, 

etc. D
o you think life is better 

now
, than it w

as then? C
an 

you give your reasons?
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C
hapter Tw

o: 
G

oose  
(pages 19-32)

• 
W

hy is the phrase ‘bone-bitingly cold’ 
on page 19 particularly effective for the 
reader in describing the w

eather?

• 
W

ho is alw
ays B

ridie’s first custom
er of 

the day?

• 
W

hat is B
ridie’s ‘selling patter’ on page 

20? C
an you find any exam

ples of her 
doing this during the chapter?

• 
W

hat does the illustration of B
ridie 

selling m
atches on pages 22 and 23 add 

to this chapter? W
hat is daily life like 

for her? H
ow

 is it sim
ilar or different to 

your daily life?

• 
W

ho does B
ridie sell m

atches to 
altogether during the day?

• 
W

hat type of food does B
ridie dream

 
about having w

hen she sees it hanging 
up in the butchers? H

ow
 does the 

butcher treat her? D
o you think they 

have m
et before?

• 
W

hat does M
rs Bessant m

ean w
hen she 

says ‘w
e’re all G

od’s creatures’ on page 
31? W

hy is she kinder to Bridie than the 
butcher? Predict how

 you think she w
ill 

develop in the story.

W
rite a diary entry from

 B
ridie’s 

view
point detailing the events of 

these chapters. H
ow

 w
ould you feel 

if you w
ere her?

N
ow

, w
rite a diary entry from

 the 
view

point of M
rs B

essant and her 
m

eeting B
ridie. H

ow
 w

ould the tw
o 

diary entries be sim
ilar or different 

in their perspectives?

H
ISTO

R
Y

 • In this chapter, 
w

e see B
ridie w

orking hard 
on the streets to earn m

oney 
for a m

eal. Find out m
ore 

about child labour during 
these tim

es. R
esearch the 

range of jobs that children 
w

orked such as chim
ney 

sw
eeps, factory w

orkers, on 
farm

s, dow
n m

ines and in 
hom

es as servants. D
iscuss 

the dangerous conditions that 
children w

orked in w
hich left 

them
 w

orking very long hours 
w

ith little breaks or fresh 
air, poorly paid, and often 
resulted in injuries or even 
death.
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C
hapter Three:  

The Factory of 
N

ightm
ares 

(pages 35-51)

• 
W

hy do the w
orkers have a different 

entrance to visitors?

• 
H

ow
 m

any w
om

en and girls w
ork at 

the m
atch factory?

• 
W

hy does B
ridie’s m

other refuse to live 
so close to her w

orkplace? W
hat causes 

the pungent sm
ell?

• 
W

hat kind of dam
age is dipping 

m
atches into phosphorus doing to 

B
ridie’s m

other’s body and the other 
w

om
en? W

hy are the bosses keen to 
blam

e it on ‘drinking gin’?

• 
W

hat do you notice about all the 
w

orkers being w
om

en and all the bosses 
being m

en? 

• 
A

ccording to B
ridie, w

ho is the w
orst of 

the forem
en in charge, and w

hy?

• 
H

ow
 does this chapter end on a 

cliffhanger? W
hy has the author 

changed the type of font used?

W
rite a reflection from

 B
ridie’s 

m
other’s perspective about w

orking 
in the factory. Focus on her feelings, 
interactions w

ith bosses, and 
deteriorating illness.

 Im
agine you are a m

odern-day 
factory inspector. W

rite a report 
exposing the dangerous conditions 
of the m

atch factory and its poor 
treatm

ent of its w
orkers.

A
R

T • D
raw

 w
hat you 

im
agine the m

atch factory 
to look like. A

dd colour to 
m

atch the descriptions.

PSH
E/H

ISTO
R

Y
 • C

onsider 
how

 the them
e of sexism

 
and gender inequality is 
explored in this chapter and 
in the story as a w

hole so far, 
and as you read on. H

ow
 do 

som
e of the m

ale characters 
treat w

om
en? W

hy? Is there 
a pow

er im
balance betw

een 
them

? D
iscuss the history and 

origins of fem
inism

 and how
 

w
e can enact it today.
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C
hapter Four:  

The Slipper Stealer 
(pages 53-69)

• 
W

ho ow
ns the carriage that hit B

ridie?

• 
W

hat ‘tricks’ does B
ridie usually do to 

take her m
ind off the hunger that she 

feels in her belly?

• 
H

ow
 does B

ridie feel w
hen she shouts 

‘C
om

e and buy your m
-m

-m
-m

-m
agic 

m
-m

-m
-m

-m
-m

atches’ on page 58?

• 
W

hy do m
ost of her m

atches now
 not 

light up after her collision w
ith the 

carriage?

• 
W

hat else had the soldier-jacket boy 
stolen from

 her?

• 
W

hy does B
ridie w

onder about w
hat 

jobs the people of rich houses do? Is 
she right w

hen she says ‘it didn’t seem
 

hum
anly possible for anyone to w

ork 
harder than at the m

atch factory’? D
oes 

the intensity of w
ork you do alw

ays 
m

atch the m
oney you m

ake?

• 
W

hy is B
ridie im

m
ediately suspicious of 

the w
om

an that says she recognises her 
from

 the butchers?

C
reate an em

otions graph to 
plot B

ridie’s changing thoughts 
and feelings throughout the last 
chapters. You m

ay w
ish to refer to 

key events such as: being hit by the 
carriage; discovering another m

atch 
seller on her patch; becom

ing 
angry at the unjustness of life and 
w

allow
ing in self-pity; seeing the 

thief; and m
eeting the w

om
an 

again.

PSH
E/FIN

A
N

C
IA

L 
ED

U
C

A
TIO

N
 • There are 

m
any references to rich 

and poor throughout the 
book. C

onsider the value of 
‘richness’ by exam

ining the 
concept of w

ealth linked to 
jobs and professions, and 
how

 m
oney and possessions 

should not be the only 
indicators of a successful, 
fulfilled life. Learn about 
alternative definitions of 
w

ealth and explore w
ays of 

sharing and increasing both 
their w

ealth and the w
ealth of 

others on local, national and 
international levels.
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C
hapter Five:  

Three B
roken 

M
atches 

(pages 71-95)

• 
H

ow
 m

uch m
oney had B

ridie m
ade 

from
 selling m

atches? W
hat could she 

buy w
ith her earnings? W

as it enough 
for w

hat she w
anted?

• 
H

ow
 w

ould you feel if you w
orked all 

day for such a pittance?

• 
W

hat does B
ridie do w

ith the rem
aining 

m
atches?

• 
H

ow
 do w

e know
 that she has spent 

nights out on the street before? W
hat 

do you think happened to her w
hen she 

did?

• 
W

here does B
ridie end up after w

ishing 
for a different life?

• 
A

ct out the w
ay in w

hich B
ridie ate the 

food as if she w
as m

aking up for every 
m

eal she’d m
issed in her life.

• 
W

hy does B
ridie feel conflicted after 

her evening at the house of M
r B

ryant 
and in the com

pany of his w
ife and 

daughters?

‘It seem
ed no one here expected 

girls to speak up or add anything 
sensible to the conversation.’ A

re 
B

ridie’s w
ords relevant in a m

odern 
context? W

rite an argum
ent about 

w
hy gender equality is still an 

im
portant issue today.

LITER
A

C
Y

 • C
onsider the 

im
portant them

es in the 
story so far (e.g. fam

ily, 
freedom

, anger, fear, fam
ily, 

friendship). C
an you add any 

m
ore? C

reate a ‘Them
e Sheet’ 

to record any ideas as you 
read.
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C
hapter Six:  

M
rs B

esant  
and M

y M
am

 
(pages 97-118)

• 
W

hat does B
ridie w

ish for w
ith her 

second m
atch?

• 
W

hy do you think M
rs B

esant and her 
father do not recognise B

ridie sitting 
there in their ow

n hom
e until she 

speaks?

• 
Pick out w

ords that show
 M

r Scott’s 
anger in this chapter tow

ards M
rs 

Sw
eeney. W

hat do you think of his 
behaviour?

• 
W

hat possible w
ay of sticking together 

do B
ridie and M

rs B
esant think about 

for the w
orkers?

• 
H

ow
 does B

ridie feel as she w
atches her 

m
other being berated and sacked?

• 
W

hat do you predict m
ight happen to 

B
ridie as she tries to ‘m

ake a difference’?

• 
H

ow
 does the m

ood change to one 
of feeling hopeful at the end of this 
chapter?

Im
agine you are A

nnie. W
rite an 

im
passioned letter to the new

spaper 
about the treatm

ent of w
orkers’ 

rights, especially w
om

ens’, in 
factories and how

 and w
hy they 

need to im
prove.

C
reate a tim

eline of events in the 
story so far w

hich you can build on 
as you continue to read.

D
R

A
M

A
 • A

ct out the 
exchanges betw

een M
r Scott 

and M
rs Sw

eeney during this 
chapter. Think about body 
language, expression and tone 
to convey em

otion. Freeze 
fram

e at points to reflect on 
w

hat each character is feeling.

PSH
E • B

ridie says they need 
action. D

iscover m
ore about 

activism
 across the w

orld and 
how

 individuals and groups 
are trying to change things for 
the better.



C
hapter

C
hapter

C
om

prehension Q
uestions

C
om

prehension Q
uestions

W
riting O

pportunities
W

riting O
pportunities

C
ross-C

urricular 
C

ross-C
urricular 

A
ctivities

A
ctivities

C
hapter Seven:  

The Final M
atch 

(pages 121-138)

• 
C

an you find exam
ples of B

ridie’s 
resilience in this chapter?

• 
W

here does B
ridie find her final m

atch?

• 
W

hat does B
ridie recognise about 

the w
ays in w

hich her w
ishes are 

connected?

• 
W

hy is B
ridie grow

ing increasingly tired 
of talking about things? H

ow
 does she 

w
ant to influence direct action?

• 
D

o you agree w
ith the saying that 

‘actions speak louder than w
ords’?

• 
Explain in your ow

n w
ords w

hat a 
‘protest’ is.

• 
R

ead to the end of this chapter. Predict 
how

 you think they w
ill protest against 

M
r B

ryant, M
r Scott, and the w

orking 
conditions at the m

atch factory.

W
rite dow

n five questions that you 
w

ould ask M
r B

ryant about the 
conditions of his m

atch factory if 
he w

ere standing in front of you. 
A

fterw
ards, answ

er your questions 
by w

riting the responses you think 
he w

ould give in response.

H
ISTO

R
Y

 • Look at a variety 
of protests throughout history 
in order to help children 
understand w

hy people 
protest. C

hildren can com
e up 

w
ith an issue that they w

ould 
like to highlight and a plan of 
action for their ow

n peaceful 
protest. 
 LITER

A
C

Y
/PSH

E • H
ow

 
is the them

e of resilience 
explored? G

ive five exam
ples 

w
hen B

ridie has show
n 

resilience. Think about w
hy 

it’s an im
portant quality and 

how
 you can show

 it in your 
ow

n life.
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C
hapter Eight:  

M
rs G

ladstone 
A

rrives 
(pages 141-155)

• 
W

hy has B
ridie aw

oken later than 
usual?

• 
W

hat three things does B
ridie say that 

the w
orkers need?

• 
W

ho has Fergal lost?

• 
W

hat item
 of theirs has M

rs Sw
eeney 

exchanged in the paw
n shop they live 

above to pay for food?

• 
W

hy does B
ridie say to her m

other that 
she shouldn’t go back to the factory to 
ask for her job back? 

• 
W

hat does K
ip bring round for Fergal?

• 
W

hy is B
ridie m

ore w
elcom

ing of K
ip 

after learning m
ore about him

?

B
ridie refers to the m

em
ories of 

her grandm
other throughout the 

book. W
hat advice w

ould she 
give to B

ridie if she could speak to 
her? In her grandm

other’s voice, 
w

rite dow
n som

e of her w
ords of 

w
isdom

. W
ould she agree w

ith 
B

ridie that M
rs Sw

eeney shouldn’t 
go and ask for her job back?

H
ISTO

R
Y

 • R
esearch 

significant individuals 
throughout history that have 
had a profound im

pact on 
fighting for political and social 
change, e.g. M

artin Luther 
K

ing Jr., R
osa Parks, M

alala 
Yousafzai, G

reta Thunberg. 
W

rite a biography or create 
a fact file presentation about 
their achievem

ents. 
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C
hapter N

ine:  
Striking B

ack 
(pages 157-167)  

• 
W

hat sights and sounds greet M
rs 

Sw
eeney at the gates of the m

atch 
factory? 

• 
W

hat does it m
ean to ‘go on strike’ on 

page 157?

• 
W

hy is she horrified to see other 
w

om
en taking a stand because of her 

being sacked? 

• 
W

hat is the nam
e m

entioned on page 
165 for a boundary like the w

om
en are 

creating at the entrance to the m
atch 

factory, w
hich others are asked not to 

cross? (a picket line)

• 
H

ow
 do the w

om
en on the picket line 

also affect M
r B

ryant’s business? (turn 
delivery drivers aw

ay, stop passers-by) 

• 
C

onsider the them
e of bravery in the 

book. W
hat is bravery? W

ho is brave? 

B
ridie talks about bravery in this 

chapter. W
rite a short sum

m
ary of 

a tim
e w

hen you have been brave 
and w

hy. W
as it tough at first? H

ow
 

did it feel afterw
ards?

Im
agine you are a reporter at 

the gates of the m
atch factory 

w
itnessing the w

orkers go on 
strike. W

rite a new
spaper article 

describing these events. Include 
eyew

itness quotes from
 the w

om
en 

involved.

H
ISTO

R
Y

 • R
esearch the 

real-life London m
atchgirls’ 

strike of 1888 at the B
ryant 

and M
ay Factory in B

ow
, 

London. U
se the notes from

 
the author and  D

iscuss how
 

w
orkers are still fighting for 

their rights and im
proved 

conditions today such as 
those of recent strikes by 
railw

ay and postal w
orkers.

D
R

A
M

A
 • R

ecord a 
television broadcast breaking 
the new

sthat these w
om

en 
have gone on to strike to 
im

prove w
orking conditions 

and to fight for fairness and 
better pay at the m

atch 
factory. Take on the role of 
B

ridie and the other w
om

en, 
and interview

 them
 to give

them
 national

publicity.
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A
lm

ost a Fairytale: 
A

 B
etter Ending 

(pages 169-189)  

• 
H

ow
 does M

r Scott react to the w
om

en 
being on strike? W

hy does he bring out 
all the other forem

en w
ith him

?

• 
D

o you sense a change in the 
confidence of the character of B

ridie in 
this chapter?

• 
W

hat is surprising to B
ridie about the 

police offi
cer’s response to the protest?

• 
W

hat does it show
 about M

rs B
esant 

that she m
akes sure that Eliza and M

rs 
Sw

eeney’s nam
es appear before hers in 

the new
spaper article?

• 
H

ow
 did the crow

ds and the country 
show

 their support for the w
om

en? D
id 

they trium
ph over the m

atch factory?

• 
W

hat had and hadn’t changed at the 
m

atch factory im
m

ediately after the 
protests? H

ow
 long did it take for 

greater changes to happen such as 
an end to w

orkers’ fines, w
orkplace 

bullying, and the use of w
hite 

phosphorus?

• 
W

hy is the closing im
age of B

ridie 
returning hom

e and her brother 
handing her a copy of the original book 
so pow

erful?

W
rite five sentences describing your 

experiences of a protest you have 
experienced in real life, seen on 
video, or in your im

agination – one 
for each of the senses (sight, sound, 
touch, sm

ell and taste). W
hat 

w
ould the atm

osphere be like?

C
om

e up w
ith your ow

n catchy 
slogans that could be w

ritten on 
the banners for the m

atch girls 
to proudly display. They could be 
short and snappy, rhym

ing, or use 
puns and w

ordplay.

A
R

T • C
reate a piece of 

protest art for a cause of your 
ow

n, thinking about how
 

to m
ake it eye-catching and 

m
em

orable to m
ake a point. 

LITER
A

C
Y

 • For each m
ain 

character in the story such as 
B

ridie, M
rs Sw

eeny, Fergal, 
A

nnie B
esant, M

r Scott and 
M

r B
ryant, w

rite a short 
sum

m
ary to show

 how
 their 

character, personality or 
attitudes have changed since 
the beginning of the book.

LITER
A

C
Y

/PSH
E • Share five 

w
ays you’ve been inspired by 

B
ridie and her story.



C
hapter

C
hapter

C
om

prehension Q
uestions

C
om

prehension Q
uestions

W
riting O

pportunities
W

riting O
pportunities

C
ross-C

urricular 
C

ross-C
urricular 

A
ctivities

A
ctivities

A
 N

ote from
  

the A
uthor 

(pages 190-195) &
  

A
 N

ote from
 

the Illustrator 
(pages 196-198)

• 
W

hen w
as the original Little M

atch G
irl 

story published?

• 
W

hy do you think it w
as described as a 

‘fairy tale’ even though the ending isn’t 
a happy one?

• 
W

hat reasons does the author, Em
m

a 
C

arroll, give for w
riting her ow

n version 
of this story?

• 
H

ow
 is Em

m
a’s story based on the 

events that took place at the B
ryant and 

M
ay M

atch Factory?

• 
In w

hat year w
as the use of w

hite 
phosphorus banned?

• 
W

hat type of sources did the illustrator, 
Lauren C

hild, use to research and create 
the illustrations for the book?

• 
W

hy did she choose to give the 
m

atches red tops even though these 
w

eren’t used during this historical tim
e 

period?

W
rite a book review

, including your 
ow

n reflections and w
hy you think 

others should read the book too.

C
om

pare your predictions from
 

earlier – w
ere any of them

 correct 
about the w

ay in w
hich the story 

ended?

W
rite a continuation story about 

w
hat happens to the characters, 

such as B
ridie.

LITER
A

C
Y

 • Find out 
m

ore about the author and 
illustrator, visit their w

ebsites 
and w

rite letters to them
 to 

tell them
 about your thoughts 

on the book. 

LITER
A

C
Y

 • W
rite your ow

n 
stories and poem

s in w
hich 

characters stand up for w
hat 

they believe in. 

LITER
A

C
Y

 • R
ead the 

original version of The Little 
M

atch G
irl by H

ans C
hristian 

A
ndersen and com

pare the 
sim

ilarities and differences.


