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Skellig: Introduction v

Introduction to Skellig Teacher’s Resource

This book is an excellent choice of novel for a Year 7 class, dealing as it does with a central
character, Michael, and his spiritual journey through the days at a new home when his baby
sister is seriously ill. The sense of both realism and magic are maintained, as Michael meets
the strange creature in the old garage and keeps his discovery secret to all except his new
friend, Mina.

The novel provides many opportunities for reading activities, so that the dialogue and
description are fully appreciated. The lessons here offer suggestions for a variety of ways of
reading: pupils reading aloud the words of the characters, whole class dramatised readings,
and pair/group reading. Speaking, listening and writing activities also evolve naturally from
the content of the various chapters as the novel is read. The use of symbolism throughout
also becomes a strong focus for the students’ scrapbooks, which are used to chart their own
reading journey through the novel. They collect pages of words and images relating to the
central characters, themes and symbols, settings and their significance, and (inspired by
their reading) begin to plan their own stories.

The lesson plans are meant as guides for teachers, but should be adapted according to the
class or teacher’s needs. They are not meant to be prescriptive. Similarly, the Resource
Sheets offer suggestions for teachers to use with their classes, often providing a type of
writing frame to aid thinking and recording.



Skellig: Guided Sessions vi

Guided Sessions

There are five proposed lessons where guided work (called Guided seminars) takes place:
Lessons 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11. In these lessons it is suggested that the teacher works with one
group for approximately 20 minutes, guiding them as they work on a specific task. The
tasks and the groups can, of course, be adapted according to the various levels of ability in
the class, but in this unit the five guided sessions are directed at five distinct groups of
pupils of similar abilities: two lower, two middle and one upper.

Lesson 3 Teacher guides a lower ability group. It is important to assist this group at an early
stage to get them started on the type of task that
will take them through other lessons. Here they
study three main characters.

Lesson 5 Teacher guides a middle ability group. This group works with the teacher, studying the
way language is used in speech.

Lesson 7 Teacher guides the upper ability group. This group plan and begin to write parallel
narratives.

Lesson 9 Teacher guides a different lower group. The teacher guides this group to continue

developing their narrative structures.

Lesson 11 Teacher guides any group in need of assistance. | The groups are guided through the final stages
of their presentations to the class: explaining and
showing their scrapbooks, communicating their
ideas about the significance of symbolism in
Skellig, and sharing some of their narratives.

It is important to view this only as a suggestion; classes vary too much for there to be only
one way of planning guided sessions. It would be possible to use the planned activities for
small groups of mixed ability, letting the pupils choose together which task they wish to
pursue. Some classes may have fewer or more upper or lower groups, and work and guided
seminars would need to be adapted accordingly.

In these lessons the Resource Sheets are structured to assist the groups not guided by the

teacher, giving them a specific task (in Mission Impossible style!) and leading them through
the stages. A Guided seminar plan also provides the teacher with a framework for working
with the chosen group.
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Outcomes

The rationale behind this resource is that pupils should read, and have read to them, a text
which provides enjoyment and inspiration while also encouraging them to challenge their
own thinking.

The activities described here are therefore designed to promote enjoyment and fun as well
as depth of thought, so that pupils respond to the reading in a variety of ways: teasing out
their own conclusions about character and feeling from clues in the text, transferring their
knowledge and understanding to create other forms of writing, and beginning to look
beyond the story at the writer’s craft.

Speaking and Listening
® Read aloud - dramatised readings, pairs, small groups and silently.

¢ Listen to readings — by teacher or other pupils.

Discuss ideas and responses in small and large groups.

Take part in role play.

Take part in a class presentation.

Reading

® Begin to analyse what happens in the reading process.

® Gather and use textual evidence to understand character.
¢ Use various media to do research.

® Look for patterns and links within the text.

¢ Understand how themes underpin the novel.

Writing
® Record responses to their reading and related research, in the form of notes, comments

and various pieces of artwork.

® Make notes on characters, setting, plot and themes.

Key themes

The novel’s themes provide many opportunities for reflective thought and discussion:
® Growing up — times of change and transition.

¢ Tolerance — understanding those who are strange or different to us.
* Belief in the power of love and hope.

¢ Considering the magical possibilities of evolution of a species and the links between all
forms of life.
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