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TEACHING NOTES 
 

The Book of Lies 
By James Moloney 

 
THEMES 

Discuss the importance of one or a number of the 
following themes in the context of the story: 
 
Truth and Lies 
Friendship 
Treachery and Murder 
Monsters   
Quests 
Journeys 
Magic and Sorcery 
 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 
 
How important is the truth? 
 
Why might someone lie? 
 
What are some possible consequences? 
 
How do you feel when you tell a lie and what 
behaviours may make the lying obvious to those 
around you? 
 
These days, who takes care of orphans? 
 
What is a foundling? Find a dictionary definition. 
 
What are the important elements of the fantasy 
genre? 

 
Find two other children’s fantasy titles in your school 
or local library. 
 
Name three unexpected plot twists in the story. 
 
How is drama created in the story? (For e.g. see the 
passage in which Termagant pursues Bea and 
Marcel as they try to escape from Fallside – pp. 
116-125) 
 
Write a scenario detailing the events that could 
follow the end of the story. 
 

CHARACTER QUESTIONS 
 
Prince Marcel (briefly known as Robert) 
There are a number of clues that force Marcel to 
question his identity. 
Name some of them. 
 
Marcel takes a number of risks to help Bea. List 
them. 
 
When does Marcel first leave the orphanage and 
why?  
 
How does Marcel originally plan to rid himself of the 
ring and whose help does he engage in order to 
free himself of Lord Alwyn’s curse? 
 
How does Marcel change throughout the story in his 
quest to reclaim the life that has been stolen from 
him? 
 
Near the end of the book, what does Marcel mean 
when he says to Starkey, ‘Every line in the verses is 
truth, but at the same time, a lie.’ 
 
Bea 
Why is Bea at the orphanage? 
 
How is she different from the other children? 
 
Why does she help Marcel? 

 
What are the risks she takes for him? 
How does Bea prevent the lies from entering 
Marcel’s consciousness? 
 
What do you imagine she looks like? 
 
When Bea has the opportunity to question the Book 
of Lies, why is she afraid to do so? 
 
During her adventures, where does Bea feel most 
confident and safe? 
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Fergus/Prince Edwin 
In the beginning, Marcel chooses to defend Dominic 
after Fergus calls him a cripple. Is this the cause of 
the initial friction between Fergus and Marcel? 
 
Why do you think Fergus stands apart from the 
other children? 
 
Two incidents in the forest help bring Marcel and 
Fergus closer as allies. What are they? 
 
Why do you think the Book of Lies reveals that 
Fergus is not Marcel and Nicola’s brother? 
 
At the end of the story, Fergus leaves Elstenwyck – 
why? 
 
Nicola/Princess Catherine 
Like Marcel, Nicola has been given a new identity. 
Which of her characteristics show us that she has a 
royal background?  
 
We are told that Nicola has been sent from the 
orphanage to live with a family but she is soon sent 
back. Why? 
 
Lord Alwyn – Master of the Books 
Lord Alwyn is an old wizard at the beginning of the 
story and we see his deterioration throughout – 
what shows us that he is losing his power? 
 
One of his tasks is to see that Mortegis never 
returns. What are his other tasks? 
 
Sir Thomas Starkey 
Starkey is introduced on pp. 93-95, 100. 
Describe him using words from the text. 
 
Starkey first tells Marcel that King Pelham is a 
usurper; he dedicates his life to removing King 
Pelham from the throne and returning the rightful 
heirs, Princess Eleanor and Prince Damon. What is 
a usurper? 
 
Why does Starkey help Eleanor and Damon? 
 
Starkey’s other identity is that of the great dragon, 
Mortegis. How and when is Mortegis revealed? 
 
Prince Damon 
Damon’s evil deeds are many. Name two of them. 
 
What are his plans in relation to his cousin Eleanor? 
 
Princess Eleanor 
Discuss the different behaviours and characteristics 
that reveal Eleanor as sweet and regal one minute 
and murderous the next. 
 

Identify the clues that support Marcel and Nicola’s 
belief that Eleanor is not their mother. 
 
Termagant 
Termagant is thought of throughout most of the 
story as a monster. How does that compare with 
Lord Alwyn’s later revelation about him? 
 
In Part Three of the story, how do Marcel and 
Termagant communicate? 
 
King Pelham 
King Pelham is a grieving man. Explain the 
circumstances that led to his beloved wife’s death? 
 
Why did he have his children sent away from the 
Kingdom? 
 
As a father, how difficult would it have been for him 
to accept that his own children had betrayed him?  
 
Lady Ashlere 
All that we know of Lady Ashlere is that she was 
poisoned. How different might the story have been if 
she had lived and King Pelham had died as 
planned? 
 
Queen Madeleine 
Who was Queen Madeleine? Explain her 
relationship to King Pelham? 
 
Long Beard 
When are we introduced to Long Beard and what 
information does he provide about Bea’s 
background? 
 
Old Belch 
Where do we first meet Old Belch? 
 
How would you describe his personality and his 
idiosyncrasies? 
 
What connection does he have to the children and 
the palace at Elstenwyck? 
 
Why do you think he bought Marcel and Gadfly 
together? 
 
 

ALTERNATIVES TO WRITING ACTIVITIES 
Describe some of the settings in the story and 
illustrate. Consider the village of Fallside, the 
remote high country of Elster, the castle at 
Elstenwyck, or the environs of Lenoth Crag. 
 
Make a model of Lord Alwyn’s tower (see the 
description on pp. 112-113 and/or Termagant’s 
escape tunnel). 
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Create a collage map of the different locations in 
which the action unfolds. 
 
List five characteristics of Marcel, Lord Alwyn, Bea, 
Gadfly, Termagant or Old Belch. 
 
Draw your impression of Bea and Marcel’s escape 
from the orphanage and Gadfly’s transformation into 
a winged horse. (see pp. 121-125) 
 
Dramatise a scene from the story – use examples 
from those listed in the ‘order of events’ section of 
these notes. 
 
Read the description of Starkey’s transformation on 
pp. 387 to 388 and then illustrate. 
 

THE BOOK OF LIES 
 

In the story, who created the Book of Lies and why?  
 
Design your own Book of Lies. What would you 
write in it if you wanted to create new identities for 
you and two friends?  
 
How is Gadfly affected when the Book of Lies is 
hung around his neck? (See pp 121-125,131-133) 
 
Describe the action of the Book of Lies whenever 
truth or lies are revealed.  
 

ORDER OF EVENTS IN THE STORY 
 

Summarise the main points of the story using dot 
points. (Please see examples below for teacher 
use.) This could make a good first activity to 
generate ideas about the story. 
Children could work in groups on a small section of 
the story. 
 

PART ONE - Fallside 
Marcel is brought to Mrs Timmins’ home for orphans 
and foundlings. 
 
Bea helps to prevent the Book’s lies from fully 
erasing Marcel’s memory. 
 
Bea tells Marcel the truth about his name. 
 
Bea steals the Book of Lies. 
 
Fergus and Marcel race through the village of 
Fallside. 
 
Termagant is sent to bring Marcel back to Mrs 
Timmins’s home. 
 

Lord Alwyn forces Marcel to wear a gold ring, 
threatening to send Termagant after him if he tries 
to leave the orphanage. 
 
A man in Fallside overhears Marcel’s name.  
 
While in the orchard at Fallside, Marcel receives a 
message attached to an arrow; he soon meets 
Starkey and Hector. 
 
Starkey takes Nicola and Fergus as hostages 
(although they do not realise this at the time) 
instead of Marcel. 
 
Bea steals the Book of Lies again after Lord Alwyn 
collapses upon hearing of Fergus and Nicola’s 
disappearance. 
 
Marcel rescues Bea from Lord Alwyn’s tower via 
Termagant’s tunnel. 
 
Marcel and Bea escape from Fallside, taking the 
Book of Lies and Gadfly with them.  
 

PART TWO – The Forest 
Marcel is hopeful that Gadfly will help him find the 
others and thereby play his part in the unfolding 
adventure. 
Marcel and Bea are reunited with Starkey and his 
party of travellers. 
The ring curses Marcel and as a result, Starkey 
demands his immediate return to Fallside. 
After some high drama, the ring is removed, 
enabling Marcel to remain with the travellers. 
 
Bea and Gadfly disappear into the forest. 
Starkey discovers that Marcel has the Book of Lies. 
The travellers arrive at the palace and together 
Marcel and Nicola free Eleanor and Damon from the 
chamber. 
 
Starkey enlightens the children with the ‘truth’ of 
their parentage. 
Starkey starts a fire in order to enable his party to 
escape from the city of Elstenwyck. 
Starkey and Damon kill three of Pelham’s soldiers. 
Starkey and his companions travel along a little-
used pass through the mountains. 
 
Bea learns the truth about her past. 
 
Long Beard allows the travellers safe passage 
through his territories and in fact acts as their guide 
as Bea wishes to travel with Marcel. 
Upon arrival at Lenoth Crag, King Zadenwolf agrees 
to join the quest to overthrow King Pelham on the 
condition that another army join them. 
An arrow injures Bea. 
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Long Beard agrees to harness his army and join the 
fight against King Pelham if Bea dies. 
The elf-woman, Remora, arrives to help heal Bea 
but is poisoned by Eleanor. 
Fergus discovers Remora’s body in the snow. 
 
Eleanor and Starkey try to force Marcel to help them 
conjure Mortegis from the Book of Lies. 
Marcel and Nicola flee with Gadfly to Elstenwyck to 
engage Lord Alwyn’s help for Bea. 
 

PART THREE – Return to the chamber at 
Elstenwyck 

Marcel makes a bargain with Lord Alwyn – the Book 
of Lies in return for Bea’s life. 
Bea is cured. 
 
Lord Alwyn enlightens the children regarding the 
truth of their parentage, their relationship to Fergus 
and Termagant’s dual identity. 
The children are confined to their room with 
Termagant as their guard. 
Marcel finds his own book of sorcery. 
 
Bea uses the page from the Book of Lies to tame 
Termagant and the children escape and discover 
the tapestry in the Great Hall. 
Marcel and Nicola learn the truth about their father’s 
parentage and the reason for Eleanor and Damon’s 
desire to overthrow him. 
 
Marcel reveals that the Book of Lies has learnt to 
deceive. 
Lord Alwyn’s magic leaves him and he dies. 
 
The children steal the Book of Lies (which has been 
locked in a glass cabinet on the King’s order after 
Marcel reveals the Book’s treachery). 
The children travel to find Fergus. 
 
The Book of Lies apparently deceives the children 
by revealing that Fergus is not their brother. 
 
Damon commands Fergus to kill Marcel and when 
he is unable to do so, Damon makes Fergus a 
hostage as well as the other children and reveals 
that Fergus really is a brother to Marcel and Nicola.  
 
Starkey’s soldiers set fire to the dry fields as they 
set off for Elstenwyck. 
 
Starkey unsuccessfully tries to summon Mortegis. 
 
Fergus reveals Damon’s intention to betray and 
murder Eleanor. 
 
We learn that the poison that killed Queen Ashlere 
was meant for King Pelham and that it was provided 
by Damon and Eleanor. 

 
The children plant the seeds of doubt in the minds 
of Starkey, Eleanor, Damon and Zadenwolf and the 
adults begin to distrust one another. 
 
Once again, Starkey asks Marcel to help him 
conjure Mortegis, but this time he uses Bea as 
ransom. 
 
Mortegis is revealed in all his glory. 
 
Zadenwolf, along with many of the soldiers, dies at 
the hands of Mortegis. 
 
Bea and Gadfly come to the children’s rescue. 
 
Before they flee, Fergus wounds Mortegis and 
Marcel draws on his magical powers to drive 
Mortegis from the Kingdom. 
 
The Book of Lies is destroyed (although one page 
remains in the pouch). 
 
Eleanor is taken prisoner by King Pelham and then 
takes her own life. 
 
Damon is still at large. 
 
It is decided that Marcel will replace Lord Alwyn as 
the Master of the Books. 
 
Bea departs to live with her grandfather, Long 
Beard. 
 
Fergus accepts the page from the Book of Lies from 
Bea, and this action goes unnoticed by all the 
children. 
 
Fergus flees from the palace towards Damon riding 
the winged Gadfly. 
 
Marcel chooses to leave magic aside and allow 
Fergus to escape. 
 

Questions that remain unanswered: 
 
 

Is Fergus really the children’s brother? 
 
Why does he flee from the palace and what does he 
plan to do if he catches up with Damon? 
 
Where to from here? 
 

For further information on Children’s Books, 
authors and their profiles and websites, please 
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www.harpercollins.com.au 
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